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 TAMESIS CLUB 

 
Trowlock Way, Broom Road, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 9QY  

 

Merlin Rocket Open for the 
Silver Tiller & Thames Series Trophy 

 
SONDOWN CUP 

ELIZABETH BOWL 
 

Sunday, 22 May 2022 
 

Notice of Race 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ORGANISING AUTHORITY: 
Tamesis Club (‘TC’ or ‘the club’), in conjunction with the Merlin Rocket Owners Association (‘MROA’) 
Tel: 020 8977 3589 www.tamesisclub.co.uk 

1. RULES 

1.1. Racing will be governed by the Rules as defined in the The Racing Rules of Sailing 2021-
2024 (“RRS”), including the prescriptions of the Royal Yachting Association (RYA), the rules 
of the Merlin Rocket Class set by the MROA and the standard Sailing Instructions of TC (see 
clause 4.1). 

2. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 

Merlin Rocket class boats are classified in the following categories: 

“Vintage”, being boats awarded a certificate before 1985, which in practice means the most 
recent Vintage boat will be numbered 3357, although new-build, replica boats, may have 
been awarded dispensation to race in the Vintage series. 

“Classic”, being boats awarded a certificate between 1985 and 2000, which in practice 
means Classic boats will be numbered 3358 to 3571. 

“Modern”, being boats awarded a certificate after 2000, which in practice means boats 
numbered 3572 or higher. 

2.1. This event is open for racing to all Merlin Rocket class boats. 

http://www.tamesisclub.co.uk/


2.2. The Silver Tiller Competition seeks to find the helmsman with the best aggregate results in 
certain Open Meetings during the season. This event is a 9(iii) ‘restricted water’ Silver Tiller 
event. For eligibility in the MROA Silver Tiller, the helm of a boat must be a Full Member or 
Associate Member of MROA. 

2.3. The Thames Series is open to Merlin Rockets of all ages and designs. 

2.4. Reservations and early bird discount available up to 8pm on Wednesday 18 May 2022 via 
TCMERLINS@GMAIL.COM Reservations much appreciated to assist with catering. 

2.5. Payment will be taken on the day, via clubhouse card machine. 

2.6. Entry forms will be available on the day or via email upon request via 
TCMERLINS@GMAIL.COM Kindly review Appendix A below to see an example entry form, 
and please review in advance the declarations, agreements and confirmations that will 
require your signature. 

2.7. Enter by presenting a completed entry form, which shall include initials of a representative 
of TC as proof of payment of the entry fee, at the race office not later than 30 minutes 
before the scheduled starting time of the first race. 

2.8. Entry remains at the discretion of the organising authority while respecting natural limits 
to numbers caused by the nature of the ‘restricted water’ venue. 

3. SCHEDULE 

3.1. The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first race is 10.55. The warning signals for 
subsequent races will be made at times to be advised on the day and at the discretion of 
the Race Committee. Flights may be used at the discretion of the race committee. The 
intention is that at least three races will be sailed, and the preference is four short-course 
races. Some races may be sailed back-to-back. 

09:30 Registration from 09:30 in the clubhouse foyer.  

09:30 Catering. Bacon rolls from 09:30 – 10:15. Lunch orders. 

10:15 The briefing will be held at 10.15. 

10:55 The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first race is 10.55. 

16:30 Target time for tea and prizegiving. 

17:30 Target time for departures. 

4. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

4.1. Sailing Instructions (including any amendments) are available: 

a) as a PDF on the TC website, as an option under the dropdown in the ‘Sailing’ tab, 

b) as displayed in hard copy on the official notice board in the club, and 

c) will be available for viewing to competitors upon request on the day of the event. 

5. COURSES 

5.1. Details of the sailing area and the course(s) to be sailed will be announced at the briefing. 
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6. SCORING 

6.1. The Low Points System of Appendix A of the RRS will apply. 

6.2. While two races are required to be completed to constitute a series and a boat’s series 
score will be the total of her race scores, when three or more races are completed, the 
series score for a boat will be the total of a boat’s race scores excluding her worst score. 

6.3. In the event of a series-score tie, Appendix A.8 of the RRS will be followed. 

7. PROTESTS 

7.1. RRS Appendix ‘P’ will apply, as modified in the Sailing Instructions (see clause 4.1). 

8. PRIZES 

8.1. The number of prizes to be awarded will be the integer of the square root of the number 
of entries, rounded up to the next whole number. The organising authority reserves the 
right to increase the number of prizes.  

8.2. The SONDOWN CUP will be awarded to the overall winner of the event. 

8.3. The ELIZABETH BOWL will be awarded to overall winner in the Vintage category. 

9. FEES 

9.1. The entry fee for the event is inclusive of catering as indicated below in further information, 
for helm and crew, and will be charged at: 

a) £15 per boat for those providing details to a designated representative of the organising 
authority by phone or email via TCMERLINS@GMAIL.COM before 8pm on Wednesday 18 
May; or 

b) £20 per boat for those providing details on the day of the event. 

10. MEMBERSHIP AND LIABILITY 

10.1. All competitors (helm and crew of an eligible boat) will be deemed to be temporary 
members of TC during the event. As such competitors agree as a condition of entry to abide 
by all the club's rules and bye-laws. Members of TC, their guests and visitors may use the 
club premises and any other facilities of the club and do so entirely at their own risk. 
Competitors implicitly accept that: 

a) TC will not accept any liability for any damage to or loss of property belonging to Members, 
their guests or visitors to the club; 

b) TC will not accept any liability for personal injury arising out of use of the club premises or 
any other facilities of the club, or out of participating in any race organised by TC, whether 
sustained by members, their guests or visitors or caused by the said members, guests or 
visitors, whether or not such damage or injury could have been attributed to, or was 
occasioned by the neglect, default or negligence of any of the officers, committees or 
servants of the club. 

c) Before inviting any guests or visitors onto the premises or to participate in events organised 
by TC, members will draw attention to this rule. 

11. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 
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11.1. Competitors participate in the series entirely at their own risk. See Racing Rules of Sailing 
Rule 3, Decision to Race. The organising authority will not accept any liability for material 
damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or 
after the series. 

12. SAFETY 

12.1. A boat is entirely responsible for its own safety, whether afloat or ashore, and nothing, 
whether in this Notice of Race or the Sailing Instructions (see clause 4.1) or anywhere else, 
reduces this responsibility. 

12.2. Rule 3 of the RRS states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or 
to continue racing is hers alone.” Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and 
therefore inherently involves an element of risk. By taking part in racing at TC, each 
competitor agrees and acknowledges that: 

12.3. they are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept 
responsibility for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent 
risk whilst taking part in the event; 

12.4. they are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other 
property whether afloat or ashore; 

12.5. they accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own 
actions or omissions; 

12.6. their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate; 

12.7. the provision of a race management team, patrol boats and other officials and volunteers 
by the event organizer does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; 

12.8. the provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme 
weather conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances; 

12.9. it is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or this 
event drawn to their attention in any rules and information produced for the venue or 
event and to attend any safety briefing held for the event; 

12.10. their boat is adequately insured against third party claims; and 

12.11. a skipper undertakes to inform his/her crew of the contents of this risk statement and to 
draw the crew’s attention to the importance of every person having appropriate personal 
insurance having regard for their individual circumstances. 

13. INSURANCE 

13.1. Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a 
minimum cover of £3,000,000 per event or the equivalent. 

14. RIGHTS AND COPYRIGHT 

14.1. By participating in this event, competitors automatically grant rights in perpetuity and 
without compensation to the organising authority (i) to make any photography, audio and 
video recording at the venue, or on the water, from the time of their arrival at the venue 
until their final departure, and (ii) to use and show such photography, audio and video 
recording (and other reproductions of them) at the discretion of the organising authority. 

15. DATA PROTECTION 



15.1. To organise and run the event the organising authority will collect and use personal data. 
Such collection and use of personal data is consistent with the obligations of the organising 
authority and rights of individuals under the law of the United Kingdom. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

1) For further information please contact via email at TCMERLINS@GMAIL.COM or for bring 
yourself to the attention of the Rear Commodore, Sailing at TC. 

2) We will follow any Government regulations in relation to Coronavirus (COVID-19) should 
those apply at the time of the event.  

3) The bar will be open for business and catering is available for guests on a paid basis. The 
entry fee for the event is inclusive of tea and coffee as well as catering as indicated below, 
for helm and crew: 

i. Breakfast bacon butties. 
ii. Hot food and salads lunch. 

iii. Tea, biscuits and cake. 

 

APPENDIX A: 
THE ENTRY FORM WILL BE SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM BELOW 

 
Please Complete: 
 
Boat name    Sail no.   
 
Mast:              Wooden / Aluminum / Carbon  (please delete as appropriate) 
Ribbed boat    Yes / No                                                          Cotton Sails Yes / No               
 
Home club   
 
My name   
 
My crew’s name   under 18? Y/N 
 
My address   
 
  
 
Telephone _____________________    Email   
 
I declare that any crew member under the age of 18 sails in my boat with the full knowledge 
and consent of his/her parent or guardian (parent or guardian to countersign if under 18s 
are alone in boat)**** 
 
I declare that I am a member of the appropriate class association and that my boat complies 
with the appropriate class rules. I agree to be bound by the Racing Rules of Sailing and all 
other rules that govern this event.  In particular, I confirm that I have read the Notice of Race 
and accept its provisions and agree that my boat will conform to the requirements set out in 
the Notice of Race throughout the event. I confirm that I hold third party insurance for the 
boat in the amount of at least £3,000,000.  
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To be completed on the day: 
 
Entry fee of £15 / £20 (per boat). Payment taken by a representative of Tamesis Club 
whose initials are here __________   
 
Signed   Date   
 
 
Countersigned for under 18s alone in boat****____________________________ 
 

 


